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Roundtable Discussion on Event Data

It seems like I have all the microphones, but that doesn’t mean that I will 

discussions that I think we have to respond to here today: how do we really apply event data 

of everybody here, Turkish scholars and our international guests, we would like to spend this 

Özgür Özdamar: (
organizers because this has been a great conference for all of us to both learn about event 

to prepare a bit for this workshop, so while I was reading articles about event data, I began 

other would be about looking at the past of substantive issues concerning Turkish Foreign 
Policy by using 

Another thing that came to my mind is that of a more descriptive study of Turkey’s foreign 

as who are we in contact with the most and in what ways, or who are we in cooperation 

some substantial questions concerning Turkish Foreign Policy and I think that event data 

countering argument is that it increased cooperation with neighbors compared to before, but 

Finally, the other thing that comes to my mind is, as we debated a lot in the last maybe 

methodology like event data, if you rely on hard data, you can really understand whether 
Turkish foreign policy is indeed changing its direction or is it the same, or is it in one way 
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the relationship between business or globalization and its impact after the dissolution of the 

generally look at the impact of globalization in terms that could be studied in a comparative 

various Latin American or some Asian countries, they could look at the liberation of the 

think that the business sector would be more cooperative and they would have handy data 
to share with you, but it’s not always the case, as I’ve found myself, unfortunately, in trying 

Balkan Devlen:

able to carve a space in Turkish foreign policy but would it also be used on the international 

actually garner funding support from some of the defense related agencies in Turkey to create 

in which one  relies more on international news wire things for Turkish interactions but also 
another that relies on Anadolu Ajans or other Turkish sources, to be able to see whether we 

demonstrate to Turkish academics how an event dataset could be used and be useful for 

Everybody out there has written on this, so everybody knows the basics of it, but using 
concrete data to actually analyze and pose questions about this issue makes sense and could 
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especially with respect to the interaction between, for instance, domestic politics and foreign 

true, the current political party in the government is just trying to present this picture, which 

like these, I believe event data will be very informative to capture the real live interactions 

Another side of event data analysis I’m also wondering about is if it is possible to 

of comparison, we may think about how issues actually are covered by the leaders or other 

For instance, we know of some scholars who collected data on military casualties that the 

certain towns and basically survey people about whether they had lost any sons serving in 

only involves terrorism but also ethnic insurgency, democratization, new kinds of actors, 

Haluk Özdemir:
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going to ask their own questions still and event data here might perhaps help us clarify our 

Saize Arsavun: (PhD student) I think that event data will be very helpful in terms of showing 

relations, and so on, using these terms, and potential membership candidacy, and seeing at 

Joseph Bond:  

a system for an agency that I can’t really name, but their standard is that they are not looking 

events data analysis, and the system, for lack of a better term, should be able to provide the 

William Lowe:

problems that people are talking about fall into three types, some of which require more 
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interested in business organizations and domestic operational or international operational, 

one is interested in events in the past or more contemporary up to date stuff, or even more 

would be to say, okay don’t choose the easiest one, where the data is more relevant in the 

Curtis Signorino:
data analysis is, it seems almost a little vague or nebulous or magical somehow, and that this 

Once you have the question down, and once you determine whether your consumer is 
government, or academic, then you can use various things like; in academia, the theories you 

collected the data had massive amounts, but hadn’t done it with an eye towards games or 

and what is the initial theoretical framework, do you want to test competing theories at least 

The other concern I have comes down to who is the funder and how politics will play a 

Sean O’Brien: (Strategic Analysis Enterprises) The bureaucratic policies in Turkey are very 
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provide value to at least one of these agencies, so at least that provided a kind of missing 

so, you really need to carefully analyze the bureaucratic political landscape, because I found, 
unfortunately, that when you open one of these doors, another closes behind you because 

sort of dependent on that analysis or that new perspective that you provide that they can’t get 

 The customer related issue is very important because that is also linked to 

the Middle East, and we can make analyses that will let you know how much more important 
individual ones may become, country by country even, and how this might affect certain 

For now, it looks like our debate revolves around three main issues: What are we going 

William Lowe:

that type of data about the larger Middle East, I would like to work on alliance theory, and the 

academic necessities will be there, but an institutionalized sustainability of the whole thing, 

William Lowe: What I was trying to say wasn’t really thinking about the ethics here, but in 

In an academic research question, the more important idea is on the data collection, which 

James Yonamine: 
at technical questions, and if I had another half an hour to present I could have showed that 



77

Roundtable Discussion on...

going to tie a l

The second point I want to make is that I think it’s going to be critical, whatever type of 

in almost every country in the world, and that can spit out data on Turkish interactions with 

general the better base for Turkish resources is to create something that is inherently value 

think the last relationship between security and terrorism is business, but I think there might 

be one and we might observe different factors related to Turkey and a new environment given 

the importance of energy infrastructure and the types of threats given to different involvement 

Turkish actors, but in American issues like in Iraq, there is tons of different agents supported 

I want to come back to something that James actually pointed out a while ago 

piece, basically one thing that was mentioned was that you already have a dictionary of 

practical manner is to see what is already out there and to see in relations to these actors that 

bringing and how many have already been covered for the time spam that you are interested 

diversify the actors to include political economy, migration issues, and so forth on a more 
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o make a comparative data 

As we all kind of agreed more or less, there are three clusters, and we’ve discussed how 
we need research questions, we need institutional support, and we need to develop the data 

Imagine that our broad research area is the foreign policy and security outlook of 

understand the foreign policy and security outlook, the patterns of foreign policy activities 
of these countries with each other and also, if possible, the security outlook on cooperative 

years, and money, how should we get it right and how should we start and proceed so that 

ensure that the quantitative matters in event data would make a nice entrance into Turkish 

Balkan Devlen: 

local language or English language, but local sources in these countries, to provide richer 

academic levels, groups, and look at which topics will be cooperative and which topics will 

William Lowe: I guess it’s kind of obvious in these projects, but when we look at projects; 

topics that are really on the security topics that will be appealing to government agencies, 
but from the beginning, the data development project in my opinion should be developed in 

could be to think about which other organizations or institutions, this could be international 
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may not be interested in topics such as human rights, but if the data is out there and funded 

of homeland security, it is widely used, but some people will argue that it is funded by the 

Joseph Bond: I guess all I want to say is that I would encourage everyone in a project like 

called European Media Monitor, which is quite large and I think they have spent well over 

Curtis Signorino: Just a couple of thoughts; the one concern about the hypothesized consumer 

in the American national election strategy is they provide the ability for other researchers to 

people in this room, other Turkish academics, we can include a regresser and an independent 

able to do it because some variables are harder to collect than others, and we need a balancing 

customer is a bunch of other academics saying yes, you should fund this, that’s a great way 

thing that is on my mind is the issue of constructing measures and how does one construct 

whatever it is, what sort of constructional measure does there need to be engaged in based on 
the concepts you have on your mind and how to relate those two so that the concept and the 
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Sean O’Brien:

we found someone who had paid that large sum of money and we just wanted to do some 

to mine that information for corporations that want to know what people think about their 

Özgür Özdamar: 
Well, that is kind of important because all of the other details that we are discussing now from 
Twitter, Facebook, to data feed from other things will actually be shaped by what kind of a 

Foreign Ministry; they have built an academic building, thinking that they are going to be the 

Özgür Özdamar: 

attempt, we will and we would have a lot of leverage still in how we would do it because it 

you guys and get a quick analysis so that I could carry it to the Foreign Minister tomorrow, or 
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Özgür Özdamar: 

But the other way is the more typical way; you hire a survey agency and have them go ask 

should ask those people in the subset what could actually a government agency need from 

with them, we talked to them on various occasions, and we have some idea of what they 

have a much more systematic, sustainable, long term institutionalized something that would 

today, the Minister himself is a former academic in Turkey, and the deputy and undersecretary 

Cihangir Baycan:  So, after a full day, although there are some 

for how
Sean O’Brien: 
it is possible to identify issues that are both of interest to the academic community, that 

the shelves, whether through IQS, Tabari, VRA, and master those things, and identify some 
scenarios you could apply to Turkish foreign relations, and then demonstrate those to your 
potential customers, that would be something you could do with a little bit of time but very 

 Even in the funding stage, before even the proposal writing process, we should 
go to the major potential customers, like the Department of the Interior, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, some diplomats from key regions, the media, and so on, and ask them, make 
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they analyze health threats by age groups, by seasons, by regions, and they try to share it with 
the Turkish health infrastructure to answer questions like, what kind of investment needs to 

Ertan Efegil: 

Haluk Özdemir: 

for again our own purposes, which would include not only serving to the policy makers, 

Haluk Özdemir: 

Most probably, but we don’t know at this stage, we don’t know how different 

you that which ones of those news sources are closer to the opposition, and which are fully 
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James Yonamine: 
And the question that was posed was, how are we going to pay for it, how are we going to 

addressed to you a little bit before that, is how do we build an event data community within 

some questions from the government, and the academic community can put forward some 

already provide very rigorous network analyses of interstate, potential interstate of European 

Balkan Devlen: I think one thing that is emerging is that a good project should have 
differences and components that can actually move forward relatively independent of each 

can actually divide these things into a couple of components, say one group dealing with 
the available data research with limited funded and limited human capital, and can actually 
provide a separate prototype and demo to shuttle, something sensational or something that 
would capture attention, but do this with the available resources, so they can move forward at 

at a later stage, once you actually demonstrate such a value from these separate components, 

One simple approach for the policy makers would be just to use the available data to see 
if there was any escalation in terms of the discourse and in terms of the events that could 

known this and if you had actually used this, you wouldn’t have been surprised after your 

Özgür Özdamar: 

and tell them, look, these are the things we can do, and you can even pick from these or if 

that the most general way to describe what we discussed here is to say we can offer reliable 
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what is going on inside of Turkey and what Turkish actors, and different actors are doing 

Cihangir Baycan: 

was also a great chance to bring people together, to create new contacts and new cooperation 

Musa Tüzüner: I would like to also thank all the participants, our international and Turkish 

There has been a lot of information shared, and questions raised, so I think we are on the right 


